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Thirty~two twin~engine aircraft of the same type proviously seen there wore
parked at the Cotthwus (il 52/A 57) airfield on 30 March 1950. Indivicual
planes with two cockpifs had an antenna rod on top of the front cockpit.

« rake-like device with four or five spikes pointing forward was fitted on
top of the rod. # The aircraft with one cockpit had a weapen fitted to the
cockpit which pointed aft. OSome planes had plexislass noses. Tt could not
be determlned whether both aircraft types were assigned to different units,
The aireraft had difforent colored propeller hubs but the identification.
nurbers were of the same color, red mwbars and red hubs belng seen on air-
crait with both one and two cockpits.

Hew AAA gun emplacements in the southeast corner of the fisld were not
ocevpied. The construction site of the Sauunion-South Firm, charged with
he construction of the rumway, was in the southwest corner of the field.

It was surrounded by a board fence and cousisted of a large wooden store=-
room where cement bags were being unloaded, three tower-like wooden sheds,
pro®ably concrete mixing facilities, large sand heaps and a power-shovel,
There was a railread connection and a narrow-gauge field railroad spur

track leading to the expansion strip of the rumway. The &-W runway was
being extended about 1,200 meters from the former edge of the field. #% Only
grading was being done in this area.

Alg; twin-engine aircraft, except for five, had left the field on 7 April
1950, :

A formation of seventeen twin-engine aivcraft of the same type previously
seen at the Cottbus airfield flew over the field at L:30 pem. on § April
1950, £ hiplane with two open seats, and a single-engine high-wing mono-
plane, similar to the Storch, with closed cockpit, came from the west and
landed at the field.

The hangars at the field were open on 9 and 10 April 1950. Only four twine 25X1C
engine planes were parked at the field. The ground porsomel appar'entlf
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were still present. Yany trucks previously seen were also thore.
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6. Extensive construction work wss being done in day aré night shifts excepd
on holidays. Uore laborers were to be provided by the labor office.
Concrete work on the rurway had not yet started. The new Aii gun emplace-
ments were not occupled,

7. No aircraft were scen at the field on 11 and 13 ppril 1950. & worker at
the field said that two twin-enzine aircraft were rarked in the hangars
whereas the other planes had left the field about 3 April 1950, ek liK-
pansion work was veing done in two shifts.

8. Trucks| |occu}cied. by flying personnek, were agrain
seen on the higsnway o relsz (8 52/4 L8). |

3

# | Comment . The anienna rod deseribed is reported for the {irst time.
Thounld thest cbservations he confirmed, 1t is possible that some twine

enrine aircraft are emuippod with airceral™ radsr sets.
Comrent. Oxpansion of the runway is confirmed. The runway is prob-
To have o total lanrth of about 2,500 meters. :
Corment. Toth socurces agree that the borber units were transferred
v April 1900, At about tv - same time, transfers were also corducted
fror: the Minsterwalde airfield. It is therefore di‘ficult to determine

at vhich airfields, now occupied by bombter unite, the units from Cotthus
and finsterwalde are stationed. The repiments of the homber division,
previously scem in Finsterwalde and Cottbus, are probably now staticned at
the airfields of iresden-Rlotzsche, Lelzow, Diewltz, and possibly Filaster-
walde.
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